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‘Nina’leaves
three dead, 19
hurt, and 14

‘ ' . @ ®
others missing
Three persons in Baguio were
killed due to landslide while 19
others in the city and nearby
Benguet province were injured as
typhoon Nina battered the Cordil-
lera region on Sept. 22.
" Cordillera Office of Civil Defense
(OCD) director, Olivia Luces named
the three casualties due to land-
slide in Guisad Surong in Baguio
as Lolita Baroma, 76, and her son
Juan Baroma, 40, while the re-
ported casualty in Dominican Ex-

tension was named as Lailani

Fecha, 39. . _
The 19 injured victims were resi-
dents of Baguio and La Trinidad,
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Benguet, according to
Luces.

representing 280 per-
sons in Barangay City
Camp Proper were
also affected due to
flooding. They were
evacuated to a school
but have now returned
to their respective
homes.

The City Disaster
Coordinating Council
also recorded 52 cases
of landslides, soil ero-
sion, or mud flow; 17
eroded ripraps, cul-

Around 56 families .

verts, and stairways;
19 fallen trees; 19 in-
cidents of flooding;
one case of trash
slide; and two cases of
washed out drainage
pipelines as of Sept.
231

Close to 800 fami-
lies, mostly from
Itogon, Benguet, were
affected by the strong
winds and heavy
rains. Of the affected
households, 153 fami-
lies representing 765

persons were evacu-

ated to safer grounds
when their houses
were hit by landslides
and floods, according
to the OCD report.

In Itogon, Benguet,
16 private miners were
trapped inside a gold
field mine tunnel when
a large volume of ran-
off water flooded the
tunnel (see related
story).

Families number-
ing to 96 from Ba-
rangay Loacan in
Itogon, Benguet were
affected when a big
landslide deformed
the landscape of the)
area at the height of

the typhoon.
Some of the major
routes —  Acop-

Kapangan-Kibungan-
Bakun road; Tawang

.and Alapang provin-

cial roads; Balbalan-
Pinukpuk Road; Abra-
Cervantes Road; and
Claveria-Calanasan
Road — were also
closed to vehicular
traffic as of 5 p.m. of
Tuesday but clearing
operations are ongo-
ing,

The Regional Di-
saster Coordinating
Council chaired by
Cordillera police di-
rector C/Supt, Ku-
gene Martin and its

partner agencies are
now exerting efforts
to provide assistance
to the affected fami-
lies and individuals
in the region.

No estimate of,
amount for damages
was released as in-
vestigations of the
da-maged infrastruc-
ture continued as of
Friday, - Harley F.
Palangchao with re-
ports from Aileen P.
Refuerzo
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phone interview. ‘ -.
Engr. Felizardo
Gacad of the Mines
and Geosciences Bu-
reau of the Depart--’nL ‘“
ment of Environment
and Natural Re-
sources said in a sepa- i
rate interview that
their office is checkmg h
its records . LIt
Barangay Loacan is
one of the surveyed
geological hazardous
areas in the C‘ord

dillera regibn- :
surveyed for
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Landslide
displaces

186 school
children

The Sept. 22 land-
slide that totally da-
maged 37 houses in
Itogon’s Barangay
Loacan also rendered
the decades-old
Loacan Elementary
School edging danger-
ously close to the slide,
forcing school authori-
ties to abandon it.

“We have to farm
out the school’s 186
schoolchildren to two
separate chapels and
to private residences
momentarily,” said
Aniceto Canuto,
punong barangay of
Loacan.

The Benguet Cor-
poration has pledged
to set aside an area to
accommodate a new
school site, aside from
a 1.5-hectare lot to ac-
commodate the 122

families displaced by

the landslide.

Engr. Neoman dela
Cruz of the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) said both sites
will be subjected to
geological tests to en-
sure that the areas are
stable.
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The landslide was
triggered by the flood-
ing of a diversion tun-
nel of the Benguet Cor-
poration that accumu-
lated in the under-
ground tunnels then
burst open on the side
of the mountain, and
also led to the death
of six miners in the
tunnels.

Barangay Loacan
remains practically
isolated as of last
week, although villag-
ers have cleared a
path barely enough to
accommodate four-
wheel drive vehicles to
bring supplies. “But
this is only possible
when there is no rain,”
said Canuto.

Gov. Nestor
Fongwan said efforts
are being fast-tracked
to build an access road
to connect the village
to the outside world.

School authorities
have proposed that the

(Continued on page 43)
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new school building be
uilt on an area de-
clared earlier by MGB
as stable. The pro-
posed site is described
as accessible to
schoolchildren and is
located inside
Barangay Loacan it-
self. ' i)
The schoolchildren

- are currently holding

classes in two chapels
each owned by the
Episcopalian and Ro-
man Catholic Chur-
ches, as well as in pri-
vate residences volun-
teered by residents,
Fongwan said the
school would be built
once the Benguet Cor-
poration, the MGR,
and the municipal gov-
ernment of Itogon
headed by mayor
Mario Godio agree on
the exact location, —
Jimmy K. Laking



